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GOSNELLS POLICE STATION, RESOURCES 
Grievance 

MR ANDREWS (Southern River) [9.48 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Police and concerns 
the lack of resources in my electorate of Southern River.  In particular, I refer to the Gosnells police station, 
which is part of the Cannington police district.  It has one of the lowest ratios of police to population in Western 
Australia, with approximately one police officer to 900 people.  The metropolitan average ratio is about one to 
700.  It is much less than the state average.  The Gosnells police station services Gosnells, Southern River, 
Huntingdale, Maddington and the new developing areas of Canning Vale.  It services a large area indeed.  My 
colleague, the member for Roleystone, has already explained the lack of police resource in the south east 
metropolitan corridor, but the Gosnells police station in the Cannington district is the one that needs the most 
attention.   

To put a human face to this issue, a constituent wrote to me in some detail about an incident in Gosnells on a 
Saturday afternoon.  The sense of frustration is readily apparent in this letter.  The event occurred on 12 May this 
year.  The constituent even sent me a photograph of the person who tried to break into his house.  He begins the 
letter by relating how, when he was having a sleep on a Saturday afternoon, he heard people banging on the front 
door.  He then heard them go around to the side of the house and try to force themselves through the side gate.  
He then saw the intruders looking through the window.  He confronted them at the front door, and instead of 
accusing them of trying to break into his house, simply asked them what they wanted.  They made up some story 
about looking for someone, and about wanting some food, and in the end they walked away.  He kept watching 
them as they walked down the street, and attempted to do the same thing at a house two doors down.  He went 
outside and watched as one of the men stood by the front gate.  He then went back inside his house and 
telephoned the Gosnells police station three times, but received no answer.  He was still looking out the window, 
and saw the men move down to the next house.  He then tried calling 000, and was asked if it was a life-
threatening situation.  He told the story and was put through to police communications, where he was put on hold 
for another one or two minutes.  He still had the men in full view, and waited five more minutes on the 
telephone.  He decided to go and get his camera, got out his bicycle, making sure that he put on his helmet - 
otherwise he might have been arrested - and began to follow the men down the street.  At first they did not take 
too much notice of him.  So brazen were they, that they continued to try to break into the houses.  They 
eventually saw that he had a camera, and then they took off in the direction of the Gosnells railway station.  My 
correspondent took photographs of them as they went.  By this stage they had with them two plastic bags of 
allegedly stolen goods.  He continued to take the odd photograph here and there, but could not get too close to 
them.  They did chase him at various points, but he stayed within 200 metres of them.  The men were not too 
receptive to this, and shouted some abuse at him. 
When my constituent got back to his home, he dialled 9222 1111, and was put on hold for 10 to 12 minutes.  He 
spoke to the person on that number and asked the police to attend again, because he still had the men in view.  
They had made no attempt to hasten their exit from the suburb.  Another five minutes passed, and he observed 
the men at the Gosnells railway station trying to cadge cigarettes from people waiting for trains.  The story 
continues, about how my constituent went home once again, made more telephone calls, and was told that the 
police were busy with other operations at that time.  He had no problems with the police communications 
officers he dealt with, but he does make the point that the police did not arrive before the men he was watching 
got on the train and took off.  He still had the photographs.  The police were very good, and came around later 
on, but it was far too late by that time, and the men had escaped.  His letter concludes with the comment - 

Is the situation that bad that on SATURDAYS that there are no other police between Armadale and 
Perth that could have attended???  

To this man, it was a home invasion, and was very serious - 

This means, to me it is indeed a “VERY THIN BLUE LINE” 

It is a very thin blue line indeed, when people can break into the houses of my constituents in Gosnells, take all 
the time in the world, even after they have been photographed, and annoy people at the railway station by 
cadging cigarettes, while carrying their booty along with them. 

I feel the same sense of frustration in this matter.  It is a poor reflection on the area.  Some people say that 
Gosnells has a high crime rate, and that is true.  There is a deep sense of frustration among local people, which I 
share.  The revitalisation of Gosnells is fantastic, but unless more police resources can be allocated to the area, it 
will never progress.  Those people boarded the train and went somewhere else, and probably knocked off more 
houses.  This does not affect only my electorate; it would also affect other electorates along the railway line.  I 
ask the minister to please give us more police.  
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MRS ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [9.56 am]:  I am not surprised that 
the member for Southern River is raising this issue today.  He is certainly a diligent and concerned local 
member, who is very forthright in representing the needs of his community.  What he has reported in the House 
today indicates that his constituency has been neglected in the allocation of police resources by the former 
Government.  The reign of that Government produced a litany of such concerns.  Shamefully, that Government 
did very little to address the issues of front-line policing.  The case outlined by the member for Southern River 
unfortunately comes as little surprise and is indicative of the issues that I raised time and again during the Labor 
Party’s time in opposition, and over the past four years while I was opposition spokesperson on police matters.  
Cannington was one of the areas I referred to repeatedly.  Since becoming Minister for Police, I have spoken on 
numerous occasions with the Commissioner of Police about the levels of policing in particular areas.  He has 
confirmed to me on a number of occasions that the Cannington district has been one of the areas of greatest 
concern to the Police Service, and that he has been aware for some time that the district is understaffed.   

I well remember last year’s Police Union annual conference, which focused on the concerns of the “thinning 
blue line”.  At that conference, officer after officer reported concerns about inadequate resources, ranging from 
staff shortages and overtime cuts to the need to source second-hand tyres from mining companies.  The legacy of 
the former Liberal Government is one of neglect of front-line policing.  As a result, front-line operational 
policing is under some stress, primarily because of the former Government’s failure to engage even one extra 
police officer over the past four years.  For 1993-94, the ratio of police to population in Western Australia was 
246 officers to each 100 000 people.  Unfortunately, in 1999-2000, the ratio remained unchanged.  However, the 
new Labor Government recognises that more police on the street, properly resourced and supported, has a 
significant impact on crime.  Recently, we have witnessed a series of operations, code-named Operation Hard 
Drive 2, which have resulted in more that 20 people being charged with over 80 offences, including burglary, 
receiving stolen property and various drug offences.  Operations such as Hard Drive 2 demonstrate the 
effectiveness of targeted, intelligence-led policing.  The Government is committed to achieving better response 
times and clearance rates.  To that end, the upcoming budget will see the police operational budget significantly 
boosted, resulting in our Police Service being better resourced than ever before.  In addition, the Government 
will, over the next four years, recruit an extra 250 police officers, and 40 Aboriginal police liaison officers, over 
and above the attrition rate.  It is a tall order, I am told, because it will mean that 1 000 new police officers will 
need to be recruited and trained over that time.  Some of our extra officers will be deployed as transit police and 
some will be deployed in flying squads to balance the areas of greatest need.   

My colleague the member for Southern River is especially concerned about the Gosnells Police Station.  I share 
his concerns about the difficult job that officers face in delivering adequate police resources to the community of 
Gosnells.  I have raised these concerns with the Commissioner of Police.  I am pleased to advise that the 
Gosnells Police Station has been allocated an additional three officers above its authorised strength of 21 in 
recognition of the demands placed on the officers at that station.  The station now has 24 officers.  In recognition 
of the concerns raised by the member for Southern River and police officers operating in that area, the authorised 
strength of the Gosnells Police Station will be increased further to 28 officers.  That is a total increase of seven 
officers and represents a 33 per cent increase in its authorised strength.  It will make a difference on the ground 
in front-line policing in the member’s electorate.  As always, I will liaise closely with the member for Southern 
River to ensure that the policing service delivered in Gosnells is at least as good as the service delivered 
anywhere else in the State. 

The south east metropolitan district was formerly known as the Cannington district.  As a result of recent 
boundary changes and the regional and district allocation of resources guide, it is proposed to increase the 
number of officers from 350 to over 400 in that district.  That will improve the police to population ratio.  It is 
one to 811 and it will be brought down to one to 749.  Due to the reviews that have taken place, we have been 
able to increase the number of police officers in the Cannington district considerably.   

The number of officers at the Gosnells Police Station has been increased and will be increased further.  It has 
been recognised as an area of need.  As we do not have extra police officers, on some occasions we need to wait 
for recruits to graduate from the academy before they can be deployed.  The Gosnells Police Station will receive 
the attention it requires. 

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


